Portuguese 335

Cannibal Brazil: 

Cultural Encounters and Identity Formation in Literature and Culture
Assessment Plan:

Port 335 will be critically assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Learning Objectives of the Arts and Humanities category of the General Education Curriculum. Assessment will take place after the first quarter in which the course is taught and thereafter biennially.

Port 335 will be assessed by the Director of Undergraduate Studies of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese in consultation with the Chair of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese. The following procedures and indicators will be used in assessing the course:

1)  Student SEIs
2)  Written report of class visit by peer evaluator

3)  Portfolio of sample student work

4)  Review of current paper and presentation topics

5)  Review of course syllabi for each time the course has been taught up to the point of the assessment. 

6)  Biennial assessment report to be submitted to ASC summarizing the results of the of the course assessment. 

Items 3-5 will be maintained on file in the Department so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the department to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards.

How Port 335 Meets the Learning Goals and Objectives of the “Arts and Humanities” component of the General Education Program

Arts and Humanities coursework develops students’ capacities to evaluate significant writing and works of art, and for aesthetic response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.  According to the General Education Program Learning Goals and Objectives, expected outcomes for the “Arts and Humanities” component are:
· Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts. 

· Students will develop an understanding of the indigenous cultural practice of cannibalism in Brazil as well as its representation in literature and culture. They will be asked to evaluate critically the diverse ways, and the various ends to which, cannibalism is portrayed in Brazilian society.
· Of special importance in this category: On-line participation—guided comments on and discussions of readings on a Carmen discussion board—and in-class discussions students will deepen and nuance their understanding of the cultural phenomenon, and well as initiate their ability to articulate and evaluate from a comparative, interdisciplinary perspective the role played by cannibalism in Brazilian history and culture.
· Students will additionally practice these skills, and outcomes will be evaluated, not only through in-class and on-line participation, but also through the imbedded scholarly collaboration, short written assignments, presentations, and term papers.
· Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature. 

· Students will be able to articulate and evaluate from a comparative, interdisciplinary perspective, the role played by cannibalism in Brazilian history and culture. 
· Readings and films will expose students to how canonical Brazilian arts and literature have used the topic of cannibalism as a central theme. 
· Participation in class discussion, short written assignments, as well as presentations and term papers, will oblige students to develop the capacity to describe and interpret such achievements. Additionally, these tasks will help students to build research, expository, and critical thinking skills. The presentation in pairs and peer-reviewing exercises will encourage students to develop in the area of scholarly collaboration.
· Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.  

· Students will be able to explain how cannibalism has become, over the centuries, one of the central symbols of Brazilian society. Students will interpret the strategic exploitation of the theme by writers and filmmakers from different eras to discuss and change Brazilian national identity.
· Students will demonstrate these abilities through participation in class discussion, their short written assignments, their presentations, and their term papers. With regard to the development of analytical and oratorical skills, in-class discussions and both pair and individual presentations are of special importance.
